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SUBJECT: Comments on jeria Ofvicial sgeech, 54th Anniversary 20f 
Revolution" on :oviet noonomy - lool. 


ee er ee 
DOL Aa ob 


Whe economic gains axle by che Soviets ir 1981 as nenerre. cite code 
puro member Beria in ais pent Rees speech on the 34th Anniverrer yo the 
"creat October Socialis’ Yevolution" may be sumed up gensra, 3, byj iis 
statement "thas She wa- ote economy plan for 194} will be. ee ARs. 
exceeded” and that. “industrial pro o.iuction as comgercd “it. ie cou 


increased By more thas 1b ver cent and will be dowble the prevar - 


ord: ones 


production." The increased pradugtion in the basic indus tr! 
is stated to be 12 per cent. Ynais increase has been attribuses la: gel: 
to improvement in technical equipment standars, yhich in tua. acd ade 
possible an increase in productivity of labor. ‘The latter 43 said <o 

account for almost two-thirds o° the increase in industr: al -orodu¢ ion 


in the current yeare 


The following taodle has seen compiled from the available dat@ ol + 
few basic items: : 


Mlectric 
Jteel Power Potroleun ie tis 
slab Sillion rmt Ru. b 
mu ie 
/ BS hnb Ga, Shes 

Beria /3 DZ cleo 104.9 42.9 LOtet 
1950 Soviet 
claims ( julganin) 210d 90.0 37.5 WE 2D 
1940 sase LGiwes ket 51.0 Beau 
1950 Plan Figure: S0et S05 S504 de 


Examination of thas: dea in vhe light of Soviet claims saor ths) 
for the three basic itaus, steel, clectric power and pe: sr oleurn, t € 
increased production of 12 to 15 per cent in 1951 over 1950 is covreel, 
put that the claim of double the prewar 1940 praivetion capnoy De sus- 
tained except for electric powere Grain production is about tem ver ce st 
higher only then prevar. 


In contrast. to “his, the claimed production of sypchetic rug ler io 


practically quadrupled over prewar and machine tools heve elacs i lout: 
when their 1951 claims arc compared with 1940 production. 
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It is significant taat in seneral the Soviet claims are consiceraoly 
higher than OR2 current vroduction estimates of the same items, out ~hesn 
at present are under review. This applies not only to the abave ites, 
but also important items such as tractors and cotton. Possible iicrxases 
in agricultural production are attributed to "te extension off irrig ted 
areas and water suxply" for example, the amazing statement is ance Gat 
as a result of this "it will be wossible to produce three niliion ters 
of raw cotton more per vear." ‘This would double last years clairea: 
production of cotton. 


Transvortation clains (e.g., of 11 per cent increase iin freigit 
turn-over for the railroads) are in Line with increesed produqtion aa 
gross industrial ovtsut. otatements about increased oroductie. ani- 
availability of consumer goo.is check in general with quarteriy Unoii: 
reports on the same subject. The statement taav "the USSR coai iacw try 
today not only meets the requirements of ovr country, but has aiso i- 
sured the creation of the necessary reserves" is couservative, ine 
somewhat boastful statements that crude steel production of the USi# 
is roughly as much as Great Britain, vranoe, Belgium and Swedea tore ner, 
and similar statements on eiectric power are statistically correct 9 sed 
on tueir claimed production. 
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